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, .., v . in mi- before daybreak, mul n quid. misty lin/c spread 

I V , |, „hre I In over the wooded point where two rivers met 

, mil ||er river, the KiiimiwIim. flowed northward mul nieiged 

£• dti pi'i. southern-bound Ohio River In I he went. I he 

ll( „ |„tv chi), and Hit* placid Ohio resembled n lake 


water 

more 


with die . i( . 
level was nl a low ehb, «»d 
tfuir) ii liver , 1 

October's rusty foliage on the nhimdnnl free* lining the river 
, ...,V«I ns n protecting covering for the sleeping soldiers of 

s 

ouster n 


n.loliers rusty . .^ ■■■' «ivc 

hnnka served ns n protecting covering for the sleeping soldiers n 
t ul.mrl Andrew Lewis’s army, who were resting after n month’ 
Journey from east of the Allegheny Mountains. As the eastern 
K lty lightened, two men bestirred themselves from thcli warm 
hlrmkets and moved away from the sllcnl camp into the denser finest 
to the north. 

Suddenly the hush of the morning was broken by gunfire. 
I In- peneeful point between the rivers became a hell upon earth 
"bilo soldiers rushed to defend Ihcmsclvs from attacking Indians 

tin homily of autumn was Ignored amid the tumult of Indian 
m IK. orders from colonial officials, and the sharp, staccato mar of 

r ,,r ,n " d,B * rif,,,^ ,,,dln "* river banks and chanted 

" ,h 7’"' . . m full daylight Indians and Virginia^ 

1 '*’" 1 ln h,md 10 h,,lul combat as they clashed in the most 

important battle of Dunmore's Wnr. mo,t 
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rhough frequently in dispute with members of the House of 
Burgesses concerning their revolutionary sentiments. Dunmorc 
retnnined on good terms with the colonists. This harmonious 
relationship was fostered by a common interest in the settlement of 
western lands which Dunmorc shared with George Washington. 
Andrew Lewis, und other prominent Virginians. 

Dunmorc was forced to leave Virginia when he chose to 
champion the cuusc of George III in the colonists' struggle for 
independence; therefore, the most popular event of his governorship 
was his strong defense of the frontier in 1774. During that cam¬ 
paign. he not only commanded one division of the army, but also 
shared the hardship of the common soldier by marching on foot 
and carrying his own knapsack. 

Sharing Dunmorc s command in the war was Colonel Andrew 
Lewis, a reserved man of Irish descent who was a veteran of many 
border campaigns, including the French and Indian War. At 
the time of Dunmore's War, Lewis was a resident of Botetourt 
County in Southwest Virginia. 

Lewis represented his county in the House of Burgesses He 
was also the county lieutenant, main officer of the local militia, 
and m that capacity he was somewhat unpopular because of the 
'trier discipline he imposed on his soldiers. A tall, dark-featured 
man. Lewis was once described as, “ a genius of the forest, and the 
vrr> ground trembles under him as he walks along.” 1 When increased 
Indian warfare in 1774 indicated that a struggle was unavoidable. 

Dunmorc instructed Lewis to call out the militia in his section 
o» Virginia. 

I aderthip of ihc Indians against whom Lewis would lead his 
: • 4. delegated to a tall Shawnee orator. AV/.eft-ri, 

• *">.d fh ef Cornstalk by the whiles. This title had been 
' hl ' lnclla " "»»w which signified a stalk of the mai/e 

PM- 

c ht V,, * ,n,jn * h »‘J ton aware of Conuialk since 1769. when 
‘ br> v»* far tail as ihc Greenbrier River 

i,M ’ ton a notable warrior during Pontiac's Con- 
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jn |763> but for the next ten years his activities Were 

unknown. 

m the spring of 1774 when the Ind.ans were planning War 
" the whites. Cornstalk appeared as an advocate for peace, 
r when his people decided upon aggression, he ied them in a „ 
I on Lewis's army encamped at Point Pleasant, a wooded area 
n ir the confluence of the Ohio and the Great Kanawha rivers. 
That battle. October 10, 1774, was the major engagement 0 f 

Dunmore’s War. 

Events leading up to the battle originated in the French and 
Indian War. By the Treaty of Paris, 1763, the French ceded the 
British all claim to trans-Allegheny America. But the British still had 
to contend with a vast number of belligerent Indians living within 
that conquered territory. 

At the beginning of the French and Indian War, the British had 
been stunned when the western tribes joined their enemies. When 
they realized that British land policy had antagonized the Indians 
government officials planned for a just supervision of Indian affairs 
in the future. Knowing that it would be disastrous to accompany 
a French defeat by further encroachment on Indian lands, the 
British determined that unregulated westward expansion would be 
stopped. 5 

When .he conflict with the French ended after almost eight 
>car, of fighting, the British longed for peace: therefore, their of- 
fle,a,. adopted a conciliatory policy toward the fndians. Bm 4o«l 

■o arranecmcm was wh0 ">- unsa ‘ isfa ^ 

*f :h prompted °re!id''^r d ^ ° hl ° Va,,ey was one incentive 

- *+ zi rsL? ;rr nia and ^ * ** 

* nrr > they learned the T ^ fron,,crsmcn wcrc 

Fffinvyi^n.a »nt ut the VII L, rca,y Eas,on stipulated that 

^^and,hu*hccl..cd, mCN WouW rcmai " Indian hunting 
ckned to wh,«c settlement. 

» JJ Tr **y of Easton 

' S * tod Sir ‘ included in 1758 between the 

~ 11 "" acted on behalf of the 
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proprietors of Ponn.ylvania. Colonel Henry Bouquet, eommandanl 
' !"• “ phed hc sol.leniem line, and three year, later extended 

P, m , ,he lr “ ns -AII=eheny area, of Maryland Zd 

Virginia. 

The land speculator, ignored these treaties, however, and con¬ 
futed to survey west of , h e mountains. In an effort ,o halt “he 
invasion of more settlers, Pontiac, an Ottawa chieftain, led western 
h,d,nn, to ravage the frontters of Virginia and Pennsylvania in 1763 
Due to hese attacks, the British government issued a proclamation 
absolutely forbtddmg tls citizens to settle west of the Alleghenies 
No. onfv were the colon.,,s forbidden to hunt or to settle in that 

wtobrakc ,he C rule.' CrS C ° mmanded to “"V Bri«‘h subject 


Though favorable to the Indians 
them. Once the undisputed owners 
dependents of a foreign power. 


, the arrangement was bitter for 
of the area, they had become 


The Indians were forced to accept British agents and troops 
,nto their borders. Though the soldiers were supposedly Ihere for 

I'rt.r’lhcTrl f ' nd i a 1! and 10 kCCp sc “ lers from baking the 
treats the Indians feared the troops would be scant security if the 

bd tf, b! d IOCha " 8c ,helr minds - And ^ange their minds they 
dtd. but the provisions of the proclamation did keep settlers out of the 
ranwMIcghcny for six years. 


The iack of settlement did not mean the colonists were satisfied 
„ J hc arran g cm cnts, however, for they kept petitioning the 
,%h P° vcrn *nent to extend the settlement line. Consequently 
■■oirwoes were negotiated to allow British settlement from the 
Carolina-Virginia border to a point near Long Island on the 

• ltr • River, then in a straight line to the mouth of the Great 
*^»»ha River.* 


By the Treaty of Fort Stanwix, 1768. and the Treaty of 
• > )car% lutcr. the Six Nations and the Chcrokccs rclin- 

** “ *' to that area But on the other hand, the treaties 

* ?*> settle the disputes with the western Indians who 
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mended >hat the Six Nations and Ihe Cherokees had no right to sell 
the* land. 

Regardless of the question concerning ownership, thousands of 
settlers moved into the trans-Allegheny region. Settlements w crc 
established around the forks of the Ohio and along the valleys of the 
Holston. Watauga, Greenbrier, and Monongahela. And land specula¬ 
tors sent surveyors into the uninhabited area along the Ohio Rj Ver . 

These land speculators found a champion in Lord Dunmore 
Upon his arrival in Virginia he became infected with speculative 
fever, and his four years as governor were marked by increased 
expansionist activity. This westward expansion was one of the 
major causes of Dunmore's War. 6 

The greatest demand for western settlement was voiced bv 
soldiers who had been promised land to pay for their services in the 
French and Indian War. And with Dunmore's support manv 
veterans were granted substantial holdings along western rivers the 
Coal. Pocatalico, Great Kanawha, Little Kanawha, Bie SanHv 
and Ohio. s aand y> 


f . cession j of L w ^ tern ,ands intensified disagreements between 
• h. \ irgmians and the Pennsylvanians who were in constant ™„n- , 

z" .r rborders ; The ,and ar °™ d "-e forks 0( rirr: 

particular source of contention between the two colonies. 

OH- J p hn COnn ° 1,y t0 F ° rt Pi »- 
mcd ' ca l training in his youth C m T’ Though he had received 
*c‘tcm lands than in the mvT . f y Was more interested in 

!r " r *P* He wa* accused of fem pu [ ous - dangerous, and full of 

V, '* v " *nd Pennsylvania and of K^ ^ b ° Undary dispul « between 
A 'h he Indians/ ° r, ngt n g on the border troubles 


«m ,n ,he ‘ ummcr of J77l Uh v n \ hc goVcrnor western 

l-m hM? d f ° Uk * Po%scui on j ^ Unm0rcs **nt. Connolly 

ihc»9 di— ** ,h * King of r l ° nOng0hc,a rc ^°° aroi,nd 

arretted h«' a '^ 4nd an d to rat*c a militia 
' 1 '• lv *»nu author . % but 

^ »• 
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when hc was released, he gathered a rpoud of m 

of the fort which hc renamed Fort Dunmorc and t0 ° k COntro1 

I hc Indians took advantage of ihr> 
officials. Soon after Connolly's action S bctWecn colonial 

his way to the Shawnee towns in ntc’ 3 1 cnns y ,v ania trader on 
who killed two of his men. ° Was attac kcd by Indians, 

Connolly immediately issued n nr i 
along the Ohio that the Shawnees were nnnT W3rning Sett,ers 
cause the Indians had declared hostile intern ** trUSlCd ' And bc ‘ 
Civmolly ordered the Virginians to arm th ?* tOWard the whitcs > 
Indians for any act of aggression. 8 emselves and to punish the 

peoplJtZ and hundreds of 

«« Virginia ,he frontieCen raridW h , 50uth - 

' hC Va,,CyS ° f ,hC C ' inch a " d Ho,s,c„ y we re Se ros; atando™e S d . Un,il 

along the Ohio River. thTfahaWtantT 1 Whe ® lin8 - a new settlement 
‘"e enemy to™ * £ AZ\ ^ ^ 10 

pcnencc in Indian affairs Cantain iu- . m f" w,th considerable ex- 
to lead them. Though Cresan " ^ W3S Phoned 

PeaCe ’ he “ * 

^ 'hcl’ndians during' be ‘ Ween 

-••.•h of ho family thus ihe m *• b amcd Ca P tam Cresap for the 

»-• C, W3r ' S somcllm cs called Cresaps War 

oocurre4* P “ " Yellow when the slaughter 

• •?. . r ^i l * T"? " owin * imo «l* Ohio River from 

— t ° U ' h « Fon Ounmore. ft, Mte J an 

■ ' - T ^ * ,ma " * r,,u P of Indian, Acroi, the 
“ "r *“ Cmr * mpcd Thc Indians, five men. one 
* lrj» f , L V i i» CamC *° ,hc %cll,cr ' cam P Rum was offered 

** U * m bccmroc toloAidtod. tlhHjgh the 
^ tefuted to drink 
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The sober Indians were challenged lo some target 
and when their guns were empty, the whites shot them 
the woman tried to escape, she was killed also, and the three 
Indians were tomahawked. The child, the son of a whiti 
was taken to his father." 

The woman was Logan’s sister, and one of the men 
brother; therefore. Logan retaliated immediately. He 
he would fight until he had taken ten lives for each 
members. His grievances were communicated 
to a war club in the cabin of a settler 


declared 
on e of his f a 
,n a note found 
on the Holston River. 

Captain Cresap: 

What did you kill my people on Yellow Creek fnr-> tu 
people killed my kin at Conestoga, a little while 1 hp ’* 

nothin? of that. But you killed my kin 
they took my cousin prisoner, then 
and I have been three times 
angry, only myself.’ 0 

July 21. 1774 (signed) Captain John Logan 

Because of the increased Indian attac 
lor war. Several new forts we 
governor was petitioned for tra 
the Indians. 

Governor Dunmore took 
frontier. He 

force to be recruited from Vi- 

10 P ro «:d to the' 
o ter bu,ld,n * a fort there 

Tr Io destroy the Indian,’ 

In the 
d* Ohio wi 
travel 
I-CWtli men 


on WiJFcIeS 
to war since; bufV iSiare ^ 


Prepared 
And the 
r against 


„ . , immediate action 

appointed Andrew Lewis as cotnmar 
irginia's western <~ 

- mout h of the Great 
the militiamen 
'‘Wages." 

aantime. Dunmore planned , 

Probably at rh e ° h *0 Rn 
1 2 ."?? “ 


“‘-nun to protect the 
mmander-in-chief of a 
counties. Lewis’s men 
— 1 Kanawha River, 
"ere to cross the Ohio 
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Recruiting started immediately, and bv the fire . , „ 
her. Lewis’s army M scmb,ed a, C^p Unfon o„ T r 
River, near present-day Lewisburg, West Vircinh r ( ccnbncr 
ilf the camp were men from Augusta County under the 
of Charles Lewis, a younger brother of Andrew a r Command 
men. Charles Lewis was a brave * * ^ "vorhe w .h the 
French and Indian War. ° had servcd in ihe 


Commanding men from Botetourt 
surgeon. Colonel William Fleming He h id uls ^ h Sk ‘ llfl11 
French and Indian War as a sureeon in w t SC ™ d m thc 
Later he had commanded several frontier forts' l^i' 00 S r ‘' glmcnt - 
the Botetourt militia, he becarne its comm nH u COl ° ncI ° f 
Lew, ,he county-lieutenant, wal T^Z 


Evaa SbaIb * 


Colonel Wdham Chnstian's men from Fineastle County raised 

, m> ^' mber '° a PP roximat cly 1,500 men. Because they onlv 
a. Camp Union the evening before .he army began t 

1™™ ^ “ bchi " d for a f ™ d J >0 provide 

or transporting extra baggage and supplies. 14 P 


.. S ° ldicrs at Cam P Uni °" were a remarkable group of men 

border ZrtSrl Zb J,' “ a " d W " « °< 

wanarc. Both officers and men were dressed in frina.-d 

briSh ', hUCS ° f yC " 0W ’ brown ’ and Long 
wings, caps, and moccasins completed their “uniforms." 11 


VZHHZ ‘I' * f* USUa,, y an English-tvpc 

*'<»'• * 1 rb.rn h" J . mah i awkl ar,d a wiping knife. Shot bags 
' Jcr lH,rr ‘' hung from their belts, * 


By 


'n. .Utli. ,f was an undisciplined army, for thc 

>vt too long upon thc frontier sustained by their own 

meekly Hut they shared one fo«L Tht) 

1 u “ c%,c,n Aiders of thc Indian menace, and if it 
do m. they were ready to fight. 
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On September 6. Charles Lewis left Camp Union wiih * 
men. They took with them 108 head of beef cattle and son 6 °° 
horses carrying 54.000 pounds of flour.' 6 Pack 

The soldiers built their own road as they advanced f 0 
than 100 miles up and down the Allegheny Mountains. BuMh™ 01 * 
the line of march was over rough terrain, there was a mini h ° Ugh 
delay, and within 21 days the group reached the Elk rj v Um of 
present-day Charleston , West Virginia. There they halted 
canoes to transport their supplies to the Ohio River B ^ b - U ^ 1 
the canoes were completed, the rest of the armv exrrnt r-u ° ttme 
men. had arrived. * Cpl Chri stian’s 

During the time of preparation for war, Andrew Lewis 
conflicting orders from Dunmore. On July 24 the m .Tr , rece,Ved 
ordered to fortify the Great Kanawha River then to ' * ^ been 
Indian territory. But two weeks later Dunmore directST*.®' 0 
meet him at the Little Kanawha River near nr M p„, t Lewis to 

sr 

* 2 h During 

,ht m 'ldiamen were under . 1 he Ka nawha Rj Ver 

^ ° f ' hC mai " divisi0 " 10 orprobab 1 e d da n n g er SCOUtS ^ 

VrZST ^° hi0 aI P-scni-dav Point Pieasan, 
rhc >' '»™d instead tha, h? CXpeC,ed ° unmore '° be' 

Z z :, A """**■■*«* had ch ^ 

u* Hwkhocki ^ <-• ,o 

-.‘55 a rs 

* ihc way from the 

' *** • "* ’■""‘•ulr "* ' "*wia« 

- V ‘ *• ZL K4 " 4 ’* h * 
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to attack settlements oust of the Alleghenies. And since it would be 
several days before Colonel Christian could arrive with additional 
provisions. Lewis notified Dun more that he would not leave that 
area for a few days .' 8 

Dunmore did not give any reasons for changing his orders 
to Lewis. A great many events had occurred since the governor 
left Williamsburg, however, which may have caused him to alter his 
original plans to destroy the Indians. 

One of these events had transpired prior to Dunmore’s arrival 
in the north when 400 men commanded by Colonel Angus McDonald 
had moved against the Indians. A resident of Winchester, Virginia, 
McDonald had traveled west early in 1774 to survey lands granted to 
veterans of the French and Indian War. Because McDonald and 
his party were harassed by hostile Indians, they returned to Wheeling. 
When Dunmore learned of the Indians’s actions, he ordered Mc¬ 
Donald to recruit some troops and march against the Indian town, 
Wappatomica, sometimes spelled Wakatomica, on the Muskingum 
River, near present-day Coshocton, Ohio. 

McDonald’s men and the Indians played hide-and-seek for 
several days in some minor skirmishes. Finally the Indians asked for 
a truce, but suspicious of their sincerity, McDonald destroyed some 
Indian property before his men withdrew from enemy territory.” 

In his report to Connolly, McDonald said, “I destroyed their 
rn fields, burnt their cabins, took three scalps, and made one 
"'ic r, I had two men killed and six wounded." 90 But the expedi- 
n had little effect on the Indians, for they continued their attacks 
settlements along the tributaries of the Ohio and the Monon- 
faheU rivers 

After returning from the attack on the Indian towns. McDonald s 
- n d the army Dunmore was recruiting in which Colonel 
am ( rawford commanded a Frederick County regiment of 500 
\ • «*t that many militiamen enlisted from Berkeley Counts 

the katSenhip of Colt me I Adam Stephen 

Ham marihcrn recruits gathered near Often way Court where 
!>•••.*§ »m a guest if LottI lairfai Frost there they marched 
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Road toward the frontier, but the two rcgi mcn , s 
" ,on * 1 Rodstonc Creek on the Monongahcla River. Stephen's 
' fP * r lveled toward Wheeling with the supplies, while Dunmo rc 
,,u " K . I the other regiment to Fort Dunmorc. I here Major Connolly 
"TioO more men joined the army boosting Dunmore’s division to 
Z; ,20 0 soldiers, which was somewhat less than the number 
i„ | avis's army. The two divisions numbered more than 2.700 men. 
however, most of whom had been recruited west of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. 

While he was at the fort, the Virginia governor received 
overtures of peace from the Indians, and a conference was arranged 
with them. The main spokesman for the Indians was White Eyes. a 
Delaware chief who was friendly to the British. But conspicuous by 
hb absence was Cornstalk, chief of the Shawnces, and though 
Dunmore pledged friendship with the peaceful Indians, little was 
accomplished because of the absence of the warlike tribes. 

Undeterred by the Indians' peace offers, Dunmore and his army 
m.ncJ southward along the Ohio in two divisions—one by land, the 
other by boat. They halted when they reached the Hockhockine 
?""• an Ohio tributary about 40 miles north of the Great Kanawha 
, ' ha ''he soldiers erected a stockade which they named 

L „ ?T r Dunmore s fricnd ' 'he Earl of Gower. Th-re 

waned hoping that Cornstalk would approach him 'for 
talk., but no messages arrived from the Shawnee 

4 : imc Wa ' *i<h plans of his own. Aware 

? ‘ ^ pt, m lo iDecTlhcT 10 ' thC ‘ hlcf,ains of thc northwestern 
mn - Cufnti^ *u fJ x»ted that'hr '" ! h ‘ > !’ gh b> na,urt a niililanl 

■*-> ••ta, hr told them • ru ^ 0U arc determined to 
r * T* Um * wju nude. 

*'* Mai * erf iW f lhr , y f Prevent the 

‘ ^ ' Dub ', * ,hc> ^»<*)ed U»n'l 
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fjvc miles from the wooded area where Lewis’s army was sleeping. 

I hough most of the Indians were Shawnces, there were some Mingos, 
IVlawarcs. Wyandots. and Ottawas. 

|r was only by accident that the Virginians learned the Indians 
UV re nearby. Shortly after daybreak on October 10, two soldiers 
were going hunting when they saw a large group of Indians coming 
through the woods about three miles from the frontiersmen's en¬ 
campment. 55 

One of the soldiers was killed immediately by the Indians, but 
the other managed to return and alarm the army. Preparations were 
nude to fight, although Lewis thought the Indians were only a 
scouting party. 55 

The militiamen’s camp was located in a vulnerable spot. The 
Ohio River flowed on the west side of the area, the Kanawha River 
-r:ed a southern boundary, and along the eastern side was a small 
stream. Crooked Creek. With the Indians advancing from the north, 
retreat was impossible. 

S on after sunrise the Virginians moved to meet the Indians, 
t • nunder Lewis ordered his brother, Charles, to lead 150 Augusta 
- . r- :-om the Kanawha River side of the camp to meet the enemy 
-he edge of Crooked Creek. At the same lime Colonel Fleming 
a* along the Ohio River with an equal number of Botetourt 


.r l ie from camp, Charles Lewis's troops encountered 
I -o and l ewis suffered a fatal wound. Because of the 
» helming number of Indians, the militiamen were forced to 


U-ecMurt men launched their attack. Colonel Fleming 
• * • •! d h it the enemy advance was halted \n soon 
*'-• t Aug Mia troop* were reinforced b> Colonel Field and 
» wr I at untie men from the Augusta and Botetourt 
ht ladum were unable to hold the ground they had 


rn pushed the 

hold a* along 


ray back to the 
Ohio 
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My mldniornlng n harrier of fnllen free* stretched from ,k 
Ohio to ihr Kimiuvhn, mid the VlrjilnJmiM used ihis proieciion «n , h , c 
resorted io Iiulliin style I lerco hntul to hum! lighting w * y 

eon m ton iik the eombninnts uiiiicked with knives ntul tomahawk"* 
I ho l*n(do linos extended nl*t*iii it mllo through the woods. „nd 
litany phteox na floso its si\ Minis, nud never mote than 20 1° 

apart.' 1 * rd ® 

According to mi eye wit ness, ut the height of the rj\ V -| 
buttle, the noise nml confusion wits terrifying: 1 ° Ur 


h0 of lh* rirl.m ssos imnrmloiis No single gun conl.l . 
•Iisiiniiiifklirtl. I'll! It wits one vonsinnl tom l !„• ml,- , l ,° 

""" ‘ I, r ,u,r " 1 wUdnliy (sio , V!,o TlunVn'^ 
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well » scourging from the English before. They S e„| p<:d manv . 
their own dc«d fo prevent then Tailing into our hands, buried num 
here. m «"y ,nlu ">c Ohio, and no doubl carried off many 

wounded."** y 

The Virginians’ lass was estimated at 46 killed, nine of whom 
were commissioned officers including Colonel Charles lewis and 
Colonel John Field. Almost 100 men were wounded. Spoils of war 
uO»n by Lewis's men included 20 scalps, 80 blankets, 40 guns and 
tomahawks. Indian losses were judged to be more than’*>70 
but there was no reliable record of their dead. 

By midnight the arrival of Colonel Christian’s regiment raised 
the morale of the weary soldiers. And the next morning when scouts 
reported that the enemy had withdrawn across the river, uneasiness 
among the troops was dissolved. 

Although he was aware that the Indians were attacking Lewis 
Dunmorc did not go to the aid of the southern division. Instead' 
on October II. the governor left Fort Gower and marched toward 
he Indian towns on Scippo Creek. His strategy was designed to 
pLkc his army between the attacking Indians and their villages 
Jbc northern division had not marched far when news reached 
Dunmorc of Lewis's victory at Point Pleasant.** 

<>• 'he third day after the battle, a messenger from Dunmorc 
r< nx ed Lewis to cross the Ohio into the Indians’ territory. 
;>w • u " u!J continue to march also, and the two divisions would 

thc> arrived ut the Shawnee towns. It was a week, 

* » ■ - More the Virginians started toward the rendezvous with 
Atfomoar. 

* ,hr division was about 15 miles from the 

* • %iiL, u% it J near the present town of Chillicothc. Ohio, 
'wwoJi ur.i « messenger to Dunmorc indicating his desire to 

f*** ffcrfrupm) the governor established a camp site 
bt sMM*crw0 Camp Charlotte to honor his wife and the 

** ^ Me waited there (or the Indians to arrive. 
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ornaments. His torcciumcss ana composure 
rhc conference caused his hearers to compare him to 
. Patrick Henry and Richard Henry Lee. Though he 
contended that the whites had been the sole cau 


with decorative 
spoke at • 
orators as 
for peace, he 
the war. 40 

At the same time Lewis was moving toward the Shawnee 
tillages with his militiamen. Dunmore feared the arrival of such 
a large force would disrupt the peace negotiations, and he ordered 
Lewis to halt his troops. Though Lewis and a few officers were 
invited to come to Camp Charlotte to make terms with th e 
Shawnccs. Lewis doubted that it was wise to move through India 
territory with only a few men; therefore, the whole army continued 
toward Dunmore's camp. 4 ’ 

As they marched, however, the troops took a wrong route 
which placed them between the negotiating Indians and the Shawn 
towns Immediately Cornstalk and his following left the 
talks and hastened to protect their homes. Disturbed b/rilk 
dcuiopnvnt. Dunmore rode to Lewis s camp and ordered a 


a lurdl > restnun his men from 
‘* J onlere io ahandoo ihc mis 
o xxompfah. Many of them 

2 "* pn ' ou ^ <* Ikvscs ai 
*“ Thus i, . 

h “ deJ *»d 'Thou, , 
^ ^ “d hi m« - 
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taken, but the rest of the residents escaped» Looan d d „ . 
td-H-w for this destruction, nor did he go t„ war against the whhe 
«t any future time. n,lcs 

Dunmore's treaty wllh the Indians was favorable to the British 
The Imhans promised to return all prisoners, horses, and other 

I-" ."S they had taken front the settlers. They agreed to cease 

hunting on the eastern side of the Ohio. Boats traveling on the 
Oh.o River would not be molested. Rules governing trade were 
,0 he set according to British regulations. And as a guarantee for 
obeying the treaty, the British took some Indian hostages.’- 


Once the peace negotiations were concluded, both divisions of 
the army were disbanded, although a small garrison was stationed 

•" ,fK ' mou,h of lhc GrcnI Kanawha River. Dunmore was escorted 
h.,.k to f ort Gower by Cornstalk, There on November 5 some of 
the militiamen drafted a resolution which is sometimes called the 
irv! colonial declaration of independence. 34 


The document stated that though the soldiers had been living 
•h: *ockJs for three months, their countrymen should not be 
KjUi, of their movements. They had not used their arms for any 
r-jrp»nc except to honor America and Virginia. 


F h signers further declared their loyalty to the King of Englanc 
v -> h. reigned over a brave and free people, but they con 
v: h.,j rhiir love of liberty outweighed all other considerations 

n aUo noted their respect for Lord Dunmore. stating at 
> he campaign had been undertaken for no purposi 

^- Ww | .J ,L. ...» " * 


-Sr g»*xj ,4 ihc whole country. 


f kl personally undertaken the task of protecting 
’ **'""**€ received additional acclaim He was honored 
* 4 } «4 Hilujft.thtirf upxHi h»% return to Virginia. December 
,4< •' «oed « ogratu' 4lk*n from the Ciovcmor‘i Council and 
. **"' l * ,MI * , * a * ^ ,hr * ‘dlege »»f William and Mar> In Apnl 

nwiftoalwi h> the dli/im of I tncastlc County for 
** *** * * florae *<«kmcno from the Indians Hut he 
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willful Violation of British land policy the cause of the I ndi 
trouble. ** 


ian 


The peace terms agreed upon at Camp Charlotte were 0 nl 
temporary, for the governor expected to return to the frontier [h 
following year to conclude a lasting peace with the Indians, 3 ^ 
cause of national events, Dunmore did not return to the west. 3 " 
negotiations the next year did result in an agreement which k • 
the western Indians peaceful during the first two years of the W P 
for Independence. r 


Upon the outbreak of the Revolution, relations betwe 
Dunmore and the colonials became strained. Dunmore rema’ ^ 
loyal to Britain, and the governor waged warfare against his fnr 
fnends. Thus in July .776, an army of colonials^ b y A ^ 
Uwb forced Dunmore to leave Virginia. Soon thereafter Dunm 

xsjlst Britian ^ ssr : 


- TVrr - n various 

"rp.-nent. Cornstalk, remained a friend S'"? War - The '> 
•-Cwchmudy killed by the whto in ? 7 77 fr ° m,Crsmc " “-til he 
be had W his warriors three M ore ““ 


2^^h^^ t f^ k ^of le n si,i, ed Ihc mcn who 

he , 0 Ihc f, m Co , P,C 7 nl w I" (he autumn of 1777 
,h, t to ,he northwestern |„df ' 0ff,Ce ' 1 ,ha ' Brithh 

tZZZ Z"" r 2 ,0,n "* 1— 

the other tribes waged 
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Because Dunmore’* War occurred on the very eve of the 
ttcvtrfutionary War. the importance of this conflict is often over 
. U«i Bu ‘ wl,h ,hc cc " tt,,on of Indla n raids, large numbers of 
, an rvon ami settler* moved into Kentucky and to other parts of the 
frontier there they established settlements whose inhabitants were 
,. iec h responsible for American victories in the West durinn the 
j_ugpf~ for independence. 

In his history of the combat for independence in the West 
j^xJorc Roosevelt said that Dunmorc’s War, “kept the northwestern 
:n he% quiet for the first three years of the Revolutionary struggle; 
j-xi above all it rendered possible the settlement of Kentucky, and 
S-rrfore the winning of the west. Had it not been for Lord Dun- 
cxv+t war. it »s more than likely that when the colonics achieved 
•*:r freedom, they would have found their western boundary fixed 
at the Allegheny Mountains. 

Dunmore* War also provided valuable battle experience for 
Virginian* Men in the armies of both Lewis and Dunmore 
totr fought in the Revolution. The roster of soldiers serving in 
D.-m- er '* War listed many men who became famous in the fight for 
■dependence such a* George Rogers Clark, Daniel Morgan, William 
Campbell. and Isaac Shelby. Other* became statesmen and govern- 
.its for the new nation. And a large majority of the men 
•to became leader* on the American frontier had fought with 
rXjamorc and Lewi*. 




who achieved national importance was Isaac 
* general in the Revolutionary War, who became the fint 
erf Kentucky Both h» father, Evan Shelby, and John 

of the temporary Kate of Franklin during 
later became the first governor of 



of Georgia 
• ItvMkM al the 




for 




erf n 1791. 
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Umcx wood* v governor of Virginia ; and Thomas Burk 
of North Carolina. 



Sot only did Punmones War foster qualities of military 
fohtkal leadership among its participants, hut the campaign g a v. 3nd 
\ irpnurn confidence in their strength and endurance. Though kZ* 
peo\i%ion% and lacking in training, they had triumphed 0 Short 

This knowledge sustained them during* 

*— * • • “*iiig tjj^ 


d 

foonxlsMe enemy, 
king rtniggle for American independence. 



